INTRODUCTION
sonal acquaintance can note and interpret. The two or three essential qualities of Moody's mind were singularly persistent and ubiquitous, and like the few geologic strata that may underlie the most varied landscape, cropped out in his careless talk as unmistakably as in his poems or letters. His spiritual earnestness, for example, made him as indifferent to the merely conventional aspects of life as he was passionately curious about its essential structure. In his poetry he avoided superficial detail, to penetrate at once to essences. In his letters he often exasperatingly withheld the petty facts of which most correspondence consists, but was always frank and full in the revelation of mood. Similarly in everyday intercourse he combined intellectual candor and personal reserve in a way that many found bewildering. For his friends the paradox was symbolised in his eyes. In their liquidness and transparence, in their steadfastness and quietude, they seemed to open up quite fearlessly a way to his deepest thoughts. Beautiful serene eyes they were, telling all that mattered but ignoring the trivial and the irrelevant: it was as if he had both the honesty and the shyness of a child. This is perhaps what his friend means when he speaks of his personality "emerging from every folded sheet, with large veiled eyes."
Akin to the serenity of his gaze, and like it a little embarrassing on first acquaintance but endlessly refreshing to riper friendship, was his constitutional taciturnity. It used to be said of him in college that
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